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confused 1 We are in this painful position without a secre-
tary, without a single person to give advice, to write for us,
or help us.' Whatever they did was abused ' one way or the
other/ The Liberal papers had been forbidden them.
They did not know what was going on. ' As for coming to
you, dear Mama, we can decide nothing/ The King had not
replied. Their fate was in the balance. ' I can hardly say
how grateful we shall be to be once again with you, in that
blessed country of peace and happiness. ... I do not mind
any difficulties so long as they end well for Fritz ; indeed, I
enjoy a pitched battle (when it comes to it) exceedingly/

Vicky had sent to her mother a copy of Fritz's letter to his
father. The Queen certainly approved, although she would
unquestionably not have approved had Bertie enacted a
similar performance in England. Although none of her
letters of approval to her daughter are extant, we know she
approved because she handed the letter to her Ministers, and
said as much. Lord Russell expressed the considered opinion
that the Crown Prince of Prussia had acted throughout the
transaction in an entirely judicious manner. " With the
Crown Princess by his side," he assured Her Majesty,
" there seems no fear of his not being firm." From the ' old
Prussian' viewpoint Bismarck was not unjustified in dread-
ing the English influence.

Now, an interesting aspect of the Danzig sensation was
that nobody at the time in Prussia knew exactly the part
which the Englanderin had played in the transaction.
Bismarck thought he knew, though he had not the smallest
proof, for on August 2nd he entered thoughtfully in his
memoranda,

' either she (the Crown Princess) has herself attained to
definite views of her own as to the form of government
most advantageous for Prussia ... or she has succumbed
to the concerted influences of the Anglo-Coburg combina-
tion. However this may be, it is asserted that she has
decided upon a course of opposition to the present Govern-
ment and has taken advantage of the Danzig incident and
the excitement to which it has given rise in the highest